Weekly news summary for Sunday, December 7, 2025.

Dare County Board of Commissioners Chairman Bob Woodard traveled to Washington, D.C., on Tuesday,
December 2 to testify before the U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources in support of H.R. 4931—the National
Park System Long-term Lease Investment Act —a bill introduced by Congressman Greg Murphy.

The proposed legislation would give the National Park Service the authority to extend existing leases, after at least
five years, when doing so is in the best interest of the agency. Under current federal law, public-private partnerships
must be rebid at the end of their terms.

On Dec. 1, 2025, the Dare County Board of Commissioners unanimously voted to re-elect Commissioner Robert L.
Woodard Sr., Board Chairman, and Commissioner Steve House, Vice-Chairman.

Woodard has served as board chair since 2014. He was first elected in 2012 from District 2 which contains Nags
Head, Colington and Kill Devil Hills. House has served as vice chair since 2024. He was first elected to the board in
2016 from District 3, Kitty Hawk, Duck and Southern Shores.

In his opening remarks, Woodard read his letter sent to all North Carolina General Assembly members. That letter
asked for three items:

—Fund the state’s Beach Nourishment Fund, created but not capitalized.

—Take proactive action on the NC 12 report, created by a multi-agency task force

—L.ift the ban on hardened structures

Woodard said he would head to Raleigh after the General Assembly reopens.

Weather notes. December 1 marked the end of the 2025 hurricane season. It was a near average season. No United
States hurricane landfalls occurred this past season but memorable storms did happen. For example, Hurricane Erin
brought coastal impacts to Eastern North Carolina, even though being centered a few hundred miles offshore.

Cape Hatteras set a new daily rainfall record on Tuesday, Dec 2, after 2.05” of rain fell across the area, according to
the National Weather Service. The previous record of 1.93” had stood since 1896.

The historic total was part of a widespread round of showers that moved through Eastern North Carolina on Tuesday,
bringing steady rain to the Outer Banks and pockets of heavier downpours during the morning and early afternoon.

Now is the time to Weigh in with comments about how to change federal fishing rules. NOAA Fisheries has
reopened the public comment period on a wide-ranging federal effort to streamline fishery regulations, strengthen
seafood competitiveness and identify new strategies to assist the struggling U.S. commercial fishing sector.

The additional comment window runs through December 15, extending a process launched under an executive order
from President Donald Trump, reports Island Free Press.

The agency is seeking feedback on several categories of regulatory reform, including which federal fishing rules
could be suspended, revised or rescinded to improve operating conditions for fishermen.

NOAA is also requesting detailed insight into challenges specific fisheries are facing, examples of regulations that
may be burdensome and ideas for modernizing management systems to better reflect on-the-water realities.

Consult the NOAA Fisheries webpage for how to comment.

In addition to written comments, NOAA Fisheries will host a virtual public listening session on Monday, December 8,
from 4 to 5 o’clock with online registration now available at noaa nmfs dash meets dot. webex dot com

Calling all carolers! A long list of island folks would like to be blessed by the Hatteras Island Community Christmas
Carolers. If you would like to help spread holiday cheer this season, three opportunities are available to join in.

Join one or all three! A caroling practice night, which is not mandatory, is set for Sunday, December 14, at 5 at Cape
Hatteras Baptist Church in Frisco.

Caroling is December 15, 16, and 19 between 4 and 6 o’clock. Share the joy of the Christmas season with those who
aren't able to get out as much or who would just truly enjoy a visit from friends.



Santa Rides the Villages.

—Avon Volunteer Fire Department’s Holiday Party is scheduled for December 8. Kids are invited to cast one vote
for their favorite Christmas light display. The display with the most votes will be crowned our Winning Light! All
children who voted for the winning display will have a chance to win a gift card, and the three lucky winners will
receive gift cards!

Santa Claus takes his annual ride through the village starting at 4:30. He is expected to arrive at the station by 5:30,
where volunteers will hand out cookies, drinks, and accept canned good donations.

—In Buxton, Santa will ride through the village on December 13 starting around 5 o’clock and then stop at the old
fire station around 7 o’clock. Come visit.

—On December 16, Santa is expected to ride thorough Hatteras Village. But before the ride, Mrs. Claus is arriving to
check the village. She’s staying at the Atlantic Inn and is hosting a story time with cookies and s’mores from 4 to 7.

And, at the Hatteras Library: Show up at the Hatteras Village Library for an Old-Fashioned Christmas Party on
December 12 starting at 5. Help decorate the Christmas tree, make garlands, enjoy take-home ornaments and visit
with Santa. Snow is promised as is a model train.

For the seventh time, a Kids Shop Free event is scheduled for December 13 from 9 to 1. This year the event will be
held at the Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Community Building. Call Sarah at 252-305-0656 to schedule an appointment for
kids to shop.

Wow. Saturday Dec. 13 is THE day to spend in Hatteras Village. Here’s what’s happening then!

Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for 8 to 11:30 a.m. at the Hatteras Village Civic Center. The long-standing event
funds the Hatteras Community Preschool. The menu is impressive. Adult tickets are $12. Tickets for children 5 to 12
years of age are $5. Children under five are free.

Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum has holiday spirit. On Saturday, from Noon to 5, at the Graveyard of the
Atlantic Museum in Hatteras Village holiday spirit will abound. Enjoy live music and refreshments, make a seashell
ornament and write letters to Santa! Tour the gallery and enter a raffle for a chance to win an original Sam Green
wood duck decoy!

Hatteras Village’s traditional holiday parade starts at 2 and travels through the village. Viewing route starts at
Teach’s Lair Marina and ends at Hatteras Realty along NC12. Award presentations follow at the Graveyard of the
Atlantic Museum.

Fitch Farewell and Community Dinner. On Saturday, December 13, from 6 to 8 p.m., the Rodanthe, Waves and
Salvo communities will bid farewell to the Fitch family. Tim Fitch has been the pastor at Clarks-Bethel Methodist
Church and the family is moving to a new adventure. If you would like to contribute, please bring a side or dessert to
share at the community building.

And here’s some happenings after Dec 13:

On Sunday, December 14 enjoy the Kinnakeet Shores Winter Wonderland. The Christmas Gazebo on Lakeside
Drive in Avon is set for an islandwide Christmas Celebration from 2 to 5. Donations of canned and/or boxed food will
be accepted for the Hatteras Island Food Bank. Donations of canned or boxed cat food will be accepted for Hatteras



Island Friends of Felines. And Santa, Mrs. Claus, and the elves will happily accept donations for the Carey LeSieur
Memorial Foundation Scholarship.

Shuck Hatteras is scheduled for December 19 and December 20. The events are set for the Cape Hatteras KOA
Resort in Waves. On Friday night, from 6 to 9 o’clock, the Kinnakeet Oyster Company sponsors the annual Shuck-off

party.
And On Saturday, starting at 1:30, the oyster cook-off starts and runs for two hours. Bring money!

A Christmas bird count is slated for December 27. For 126 years, the Audubon Society has been conducting
Christmas Bird Counts across the country and Canada, and Cape Hatteras has been included in the Counts since 1981.
The Audubon citizen-science project will continue on the Outer Banks with the 45th Hatteras Christmas Bird Count
on December 27, 2025. Small teams of people will be spread out from the north end of Buxton to the tip of Hatteras
Point, surveying the birds in the area, reports Island Free Press.

Experienced birders who wish to participate will have routes available to survey independently or with a team.
Beginning birders who are interested in joining the effort can be paired with someone more experienced.

Residents of Hatteras Island—from Buxton to Hatteras Village—who have bird feeders are also encouraged to
contribute, as organizers are particularly interested in the species visiting local feeders. Feeder-watch participants can
provide information for the Count, including the type and number of birds observed, the hours spent watching the
feeders, and their general location.

Additional information about Christmas Bird Counts is available at audubon dot org. Those interested in participating
in the Hatteras Christmas Bird Count may contact Karen Lebing at 571-296-1021.

Take the plunge! On Thursday morning, January 1, join the Buxton Civic Association for its First Annual Polar
Plunge at 10 o’clock at Ramp 43, Buxton. Cost is $35. Start a new tradition. Take the plunge.

It’s a wonderful time of the year--celebrating Christmas with special events and light shows-- and wonderful
sweets to eat. Stay safe out there... And Thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.



